The Basilica Cistern, Turkey Precedent Studies

Although much older than the Victualling Yard Water Tanks in
Gibraltar, this Turkish water storage facility is similar in size to that
found at Rosia Bay. In 1985, the Municipality of Istanbul
undertook the restoration of this historical cistern and opened for Reflections on water’s surface
visitors as a vitalized example of universal cultural heritage.

Multiple cultural uses
Exposed brick-lined vaults

Sustainable Regeneration of the Historical Tanks

Suspended walkways

above water line

Imaginative lighting for dramatic effect
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Proposed Design Concepts

1. Two storey existing Pump House to be used as access point down to vaults from
Rosia Road level. Upper storey of Pump House could be used as an Admin Office.

E 2. Existing vacant building could incorporate a military memorabilia museum, such as for
the Royal Gibraltar Regiment.

3. Optional pedestrian link below road allowing direct access down to Rosia Mole. The
tunnel would be constructed in 2 phases in order to maintain at least one way traffic at

any time during the works. The public would effectively follow the same route the water
feed used to take from the tanks to the Royal Navy ships in the 19th Century.
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4. Natural daylight to vaults below through existing access shatfts.

5. Suspended timber walkways above water line, allowing access along
existing vaults, and through a series of new arched openings connecting
all six water tanks.

6. The existing roof surface could be hard landscaped in such a manner
so that benches and other park furniture is strategically placed in
representation of Nelson’s “tactical plan” at the Battle of Trafalgar.

Underground Layout Plan

Sustainable Regeneration of the Historical Tanks

Water Features
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